SUPERIOR REGION

The Superior Region includes all 15
counties in the Upper Peninsu-
la: Alger, Baraga, Chippewa,
Delta, Dickinson, Gogebic,
Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw,

Ontonagon

Gogebic

Luce, Mackinac, Marquette,
Menominee, Ontonagon, and School-
craft. Major state highways include I-75,
US-2, and M-28. The region is home to the Sault
Ste. Marie International Bridge, a significant gateway
to Canada and the only Michigan-Canada border crossing
north of Port Huron.

The Superior Region continues to experience growth with
its successful year-round tourism industry and the migra-
tion of Midwestern retirees heading to the Upper Peninsula
in search of waterfront property. One identified need is to
upgrade the north-south corridor between Menominee and
Marquette. The very successful passing relief lane program
will be continued to further alleviate congestion associated
with trucks and recreational vehicles, with almost 31 miles
of passing relief lanes planned for the next five years. To
better serve residents and the tourism industry, sanitary
facilities at roadside rest areas will be improved, as well as
attempting to keep as many rest areas as possible open year-
round to better serve winter tourists.

MDOT emphasizes preservation of the existing system
while addressing safety and operational issues within the
region. MDOT continues to explore ways to beautify and
improve entryways into the region and to address the con-
gestion and mobility challenges in the region’s major urban
centers, especially Iron Mountain and Houghton.

Past Accomplishments

The Superior Region invested more than $116 million in
road and bridge funds in the past three years. All projects
announced in the region for 2001 have been completed. A
major highlight was the completion of passing relief lanes
at seven locations, totaling nearly eleven miles: on US-2 in
Delta County, US-2 & US-41 in Menominee County, US-41
in Baraga County, M-95 in Dickinson County, US-2 in Iron
County, M-553 in Marquette County, and M-28 in School-
craft County. This is in addition to the 13 miles of pass-
ing relief lanes completed in the previous two years. The
projects will improve traffic flow on these major roadways.

Working to improve our system, an 11.4 mile reconstruction

project on US-41 near I’Anse in Baraga County and a 10.6
mile reconstruction project on US-2 near Cooks in Delta
and Schoolcraft Counties were completed.
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In 2001, a major reconstruction project was completed on
US-2 in downtown Iron Mountain in Dickinson County,
and the first phase of a major reconstruction project was
completed on I-75 near the International Bridge in Sault
Ste. Marie.

In the past three years, more than 168 miles of roadway
were resurfaced or reconstructed and 22 bridges were up-
graded. In 2001, the bridge at M-28 over the West Branch
of the Sage River in Luce County was replaced.

Five Year Road & Bridge Program

The 2002-2006 program for road preservation and capac-
ity improvement work will upgrade over 14 percent of the
region’s 1,850 miles. This includes nearly 31 miles of new
passing relief lanes. Of the region’s 468 bridges and cul-
verts, 12 (2.6 percent) will be improved in 2002 and 2003.
More than $170 million (including $32 million in capacity
improvements) will be invested in the Superior Region in
the next five years on road, bridge, and capacity improve-
ment work. In addition, Capital Preventive Maintenance
(CPM) projects, programmed annually, are planned for a
significant number of pavements that do not yet require
more extensive repairs. This treatment will improve the
condition and extend the life of these pavements.

* One of the major projects scheduled for 2002 is the ap-
proach to the Sault Ste. Marie International Bridge. The
existing pavement will be totally reconstructed from
south of Three Mile Road to the International Bridge
Toll Plaza, a distance of almost three miles.
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Corridor Improvement Strategies

Corridor improvement studies and corridor study groups
have been created for identifying roadway aesthetics, access
management, pedestrian safety, operational and intersec-
tion improvements, and reconstruction opportunities along
major corridors.

Capacity Improvements and New Roads

* Replacement of the M-64 Bridge over the Ontonagon River.
Environmental clearance for the replacement of the M-
64 bridge in Ontonagon is now complete. The recom-
mended project alternative located at Silver Street was
selected with local input. Purchase of right-of-way and
preliminary engineering will begin in 2002 with construction
scheduled for 2003.

* US-41, MacInnes Drive to Houghton/Hancock Lift
Bridge, including M-26. In order to ensure pedes-
trian safety and reduce traffic congestion, the bridge
approach on US-41 to the Houghton/Hancock Lift
Bridge must be reconstructed. A recommended
alternative has been selected that will add a merge lane
to US-41 northbound and an additional lane to M-26
southbound. Design will take place in 2002 and con-
struction will follow in 2003.
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